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Eight-Bell Music, Twelve-Bell Music, and Much More! 
 

Come and be part of a new adventure in handbells! We have lots of 
eight-bell arrangements that range from fairly easy to definitely 

challenging - over 100 now, in fact. They can be played as four-in-hand 
duets, as trios, or even as quartets. We’ve also just started on a line of 

new twelve-bell arrangements which are lots of fun to play. 
 

Best of all, they’re available online - just make your purchase in our 
eStore and you’ll receive an email with instructions for how to download 
your music. Come and visit us at http://larryandcarla.com, click on “Our 

Music”, and then click on the link to our “music publishing site”. 
 

Larry & Carla Sue 

  
 

 
 

AARDVARK MUSIC 
 

Over 250 arrangements by Sandra Winter 
available for 6, 8, 12 bells, 2, 3, 5/7 octaves;  
for Easter, Christmas, classics, early music,  

bells with spoken voice;  
with percussion; for audience participation;  

for ringing and singing, for massed ringing ……  
 

Purchase by mail order from the address 
below,  

online from HRGB National Sales, 
 or order from Bells of Whitechapel. 

 
Two catalogues available 

(Music for 6-12 Bells; Music for 2-5 octaves).  
 

Aardvark Music 
Email   aardvarkhandbellmusic@gmail.com 

 

MUSIC FROM 

THE DRONFIELD 

COLLECTION 
 

Play the classics on your 

bells. 
 

For catalogue of over 50, 2 

and 2+ octave concert 

arrangements, now including 

some 

3 octave and 5 octave music, 

send SAE to: 
 

The Dronfield Collection, 

Vic Cox, 36 Elwood Road, 

Bradway, Sheffield S17 4 

RH. 

or try our website:  

www.dronfieldbells.co.uk  
 

mailto:aardvarkhandbellmusic@gmail.com
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EDITORS NOTES 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of the South East Region Newsletter, in which you 

will find:-  an obituary for Janet Elliot, a report about 'Carol of the Bells', what to 

do if you are missing massed ringing, a 'Spring Ring' quiz and some gardening 

hints for April! 

 

Many thanks to those who sent me these items, and of course it is understandable 

that we haven't had any more. 

 

Hopefully by the next edition of the Newsletter, at least small groups of ringers 

will have met.  

 

The deadline for the next Newsletter is   20th June 2021 

 
 

Best wishes to all - stay safe                 

Valerie    v.j.boon@ntlworld.com 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

Honoured Members of the South East Region 
  

Cliff Blundell   Keith Rowland 

Angela Blundell  Wendy Rowland 

Pauline Dover   Michael Wilkinson 

Bridget Smith   Derek Wilkinson 

                   Jeanne Turner 
 

Welcome to the 

WHITCHURCH WALLOPERS 

A brand new team for the SE Region 

We hope you will be able to join in at a rally when things retuen to 'normal' 

http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/entertainment/music/black-white-notes.gif
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Issue 120   CHAIR’S CHAT   April 2021 

 

Dear Ringers, 

 

Welcome to spring! I think the weather is having a bit of a 

joke with us – the minute the rules change, and we can meet up 

outside again, we have hail, snow and freezing temperatures!  

Let’s hope we get some more spring-like weather very soon, 

which will enable us to start meeting our friends, and maybe 

even start outdoor ringing rehearsals in small groups!  For 

those not so intrepid, I hope you are keeping in touch with 

your team via whatever method you prefer. 

 

You will see an article about some online National activities 

which are planned (dates in the diary).  While these are not 

the same as ringing together in person, for some they fill the 

space between ringing and not ringing.  If you would like us to 

organise any regional online activities (either along similar 

lines to the National events, or something completely 

different) – please do let me know. 

 

This morning I attended our National AGM on Zoom – it was 

good to see a few representatives from our region on the 

screen.  I would like to draw your attention to couple of things 

which were mentioned during the meeting.  The first is that 

Christine Reid, the National Secretary, is stepping down from 

this role next year – if anyone is interested in taking on this 

role, please do get in touch.  The second that there are a 
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number of new National roles being set up – Publicity and 

Marketing Officer, Education Officer, Membership 

Development Officer, IT Strategy Officer, National 

Safeguarding Officer.  Again, if anyone in interested in 

finding out more about any of these roles, then please do get 

in touch. 

 

Talking of AGMs – you may be wondering about our regional 

AGM which would normally have taken place in March.  At our 

committee meeting, we took the decision to postpone this 

rather than hold it electronically.  You will see a provisional 

date for this in the diary.  The AGM will take place without a 

rally – more details will follow nearer the time. 

 

You will also see in the diary a few provisional dates for 

events.  If you would like to host something, maybe just for a 

few local teams, please do get in touch.  You will have seen in 

your membership renewal letter (I hope you have all renewed 

now!) that we will be running some free events when we get 

back to ringing and we are proposing that we run a number of 

smaller events across the region so that everyone who wants 

to can access it. 

 

As things start to open up and we can do more things, we can 

but hope that this continues. 

 

But until we can meet together again - stay safe. 

 

Yours,  Helen   HELENLSECKER@GMAIL.COM 

mailto:helenlsecker@gmail.com
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JANET ELLIOT 1945 – 2021 
 

Janet was the much-loved founder and for many years the leader of the Addington 

Bells, based at Addington Methodist Church in Croydon.  Janet sadly passed 

away in January this year.   
 

Janet started her bell playing with the Wandle ringers in Sanderstead. She loved 

playing the bells and in 2002 decided to start a new group based at her Church 

(while also continuing with the Wandles).  Janet personally bought most of the 

handbells, Belleplates, and chimes and taught the group how to play.  She led the 

group for 15 years, carrying on even after she had a stroke. Unfortunately, further 

strokes and the onset of Parkinson’s disease forced her to take a backseat in 2017, 

although she would still often come to practices and join in.  
 

Janet will be remembered for her joy in bell-ringing and the fun and laughter she 

brought to practices and concerts.  During practices she would often break away 

from musical comments to regale with us an amusing anecdote or two – there was 

always much laughter.  She devoted much time and effort to the group, even 

though she was also a mainstay of many other Church-based groups. 
 

She leaves a legacy of many fond memories and a well-established bell-ringing 

group who have inherited her love of bell playing.  She will be much missed. 

Alan Williams 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reader's Bill of Rights 
1. The right to not read. 

2. The right to skip pages. 

3. The right to not finish. 

4. The right to re-read. 

5. The right to read anything. 

6. The right to escapism. 

7. The right to read anywhere. 

8. The right to browse. 

9. The right to read out loud. 

10. The right not to defend your tastes. 
 

Why You Should Read 
1. Reading can make you into a better conversationalist. 

2. Neighbours never complain if you are reading too loudly. 

3. Knowledge by osmosis has not yet been perfected, so you'd better read. 

4. Books have stopped bullets. Reading could save your life. 

5. Dinosaurs did not read. Look what happened to them. 
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CAROL WHEELER—OUR CHRISTMAS LOCKDOWN 
RINGING CHAMPION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies for this belated, but very 

much deserved tribute!............. 

Just before Christmas we were 

chatting to our good friend and  

co-ringer, Carol, about our planned 

Christmas Carol-ringing for the  

benefit of my elderly auntie and her 

friends outside their sheltered 

housing. 
 

 

 

Upon hearing this news, Carol packed up her car, and within 30 minutes was 

ringing outside her local shops in Caversham.  She rang for two hours and the 

response was amazing!  Her audience were sent off happy during this time of 

general depression and gloom and Carol, herself, found the whole experience 

very uplifting…….. so much so, that she repeated the performance two days later 

and finally put in a marathon three-hour session in freezing temperatures on 

Christmas Eve.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All in all Carol raised £266 for her 

charity in memory of her younger 

brother who received wonderful care in 

the liver transplant unit of Kings 

College Hospital, before sadly dying, 

aged 57. 

 

 

Well done, Carol!  You are an inspiration to us all! 

Mandy and Geoff Peck 
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ARE YOU MISSING THE MASSED RINGING? 
 

..then you might be interested in our upcoming National Virtual Massed Ringing 

afternoon. The idea is that each member at home will be on a Zoom call. You will 

see the music on your screen and can play along with bells, chimes or belleplates 

or various bits of kitchen ware. So you will be doing the same as at a normal 

massed ring, hearing the music and playing your part. Because each ringer will 

have a different delay between their screen and the one sending out the music it 

will not be possible to hear everyone else's mistakes, but you can hear your own if 

you make any!  
 

In order to join please login to the HRGB website and go to the member's part of 

the website (how to do this is described in the latest Reverberations). When the 

event booking opens it will then be possible to book for it. There are some 

Webinar sessions also available for members (details and dates below)., 
 

I have not yet participated in a virtual massed ring like this but many people who 

have done so have been enthusiastic and also said that there has been much 

camaraderie. If you don't think it sounds like something you would enjoy and you 

have spent enough time looking at your computer already, then it might not be for 

you. 
 

If there is more than one ringer in your household you could book in and both 

play along, if you are able to share a screen. If you don't have bells and are 

"playing" spoons then if you use headphones you can do this without making any 

sound so no-one need know you are even involved unless they look (they may 

wonder what on earth you are doing with those spoons!). 
 

If you wish to have the music in advance, for example to mark it up, it will be 

possible to download it. 
 

It is a good way to get back to doing some ringing while we should not be 

gathering together indoors and some people have even speculated that some 

virtual ringing may continue when the pandemic is spent. For anyone who finds it 

hard to get out or drive to a conventional rally it will provide an experience of 

ringing not otherwise available, and each ringer participates as an individual (in a 

context of many other ringers) so you don't need to worry about getting your team 

there or taking a car full of equipment (or paying for petrol). 

Alan Cooper 

Further info aeolianchimer@googlemail.com 

 

For dates of the National zoom ringing activities, please see the  

Diary further on. 

mailto:aeolianchimer@googlemail.com


7 

 

 

A SPRING RING QUIZ  (Provided by Gay Cooper) 
 

There is a ring in every answer. Example: Season of hope - Spring  
 

1. Family of instruments 

2.The drilling's getting tedious (6) 

3.Forehead hair over a SE county (6) 

4.Hearing the birds but not on Facebook (10) 

5.The sound of a Brook makes one think of starlings (9) 

6.North London borough (8) 

7.Used to be used on washday before hanging out to dry (7) 

8.Could describe a bad chat-up line! (12) 

9.Church donation (8) 

10.A sweet treat made from eggs (8) 

11.Boxers practising in the corner shop (8) 

12.South African antelope (9) 

13.Daffodils and butterflies do this (10) 

14.Stop this and make up your mind! (9) 

15.A way to raise money for your team (5 3 3 4) 

16.Acerobic comments leave a taste like bitter lemon in the mouth (10) 

17.Sense a legal process (7) 

18.A golfer’s snack perhaps? (8) 

19.This dog breed is likely to jump up and down (8 7) 

20.Corkscrew curls (8) 

21.The young lady had a pearl one (7) 

22. World-famous drummer (5 5) 

23.Ursine demeanor (7) 

24.Watching intently (7) 

25.Trading without money (9) 

26.The lady’s jewellery was swallowed by this fish (7) 

27.A technical occupation (11) 

28. The music gets faster and more exciting (10) 

29.Providing food 

30.These are helping us out of the pandemic (8) 
 

The answers to the quiz will be in the next Newsletter, but if you would like to 

win a voucher for use at the Sales table when we meet again, please send your 

answers to me by Tuesday 1st June.  All correct submissions will be put in a box 

and an independent person will be asked to take one out to find the winner. 

Postal votes will be accepted as long as I receive them by the due date. 

Good luck to you all. 

Valerie    v.j.boon@ntlworld.com 
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GARDENING HINTS FOR APRIL 
 

Second Early Potatoes should be planted in the first half of the month leaving 

Maincrop Potatoes until the end of the month. 
 

Beetroot, Carrots, Leeks, Lettuce, Radishes, Spring Onions and Turnips can now 

be sown outdoors. Brassicas Should be sown in small pots for transplanting later 

in the Summer. Broad Beans which were sown indoors in the Autumn can now be 

planted out. 
 

Tomato seedlings which have developed their first true leaves should be potted 

up. 
 

Plant Summer flowering bulbs such as Gladioli and Liliums. 
 

Remove faded Daffodil and Tulip flowers leaving the foliage to die back. 
 

Dead head Pansy other Spring flowering bedding plants to encourage a 

continuous display. 
 

Sweet Peas can still be sown outdoors, plant out Autumn sown plants into their 

flowering positions. 
 

In the greenhouse  sow the seeds of Summer Bedding plants such as French 

Marigold and Tagetes, once they have germinated and have produced a good pair 

of leaves they should be pricked out into seed boxes before they become leggy. 
 

Cuttings can be taken from dahlias which were started into growth last month. 
 

Prune Choisya, Forsythia and Viburnum immediately after flowering. 
 

Tie in Honeysuckle and Clematis branches as they begin to climb. 
 

Cut back Lavender to keep the plant bushy, do not cut into old wood as it will not 

produce new growth.     
 

Lift and divide large clumps of herbaceous perennials. 
 

Increase the feeding and watering of indoor plants, repotting into a larger size pot 

any which are overcrowded or pot bound. 
 

Continue mowing the lawn with the mower blades set on a higher cut, apply 

Weed and Feed with Mosskiller or Lawn Sand as necessary. 
  

Slugs and Snails are enjoying a banquet at this time of the year with new growth 

appearing everywhere, they are particularly looking forward to the new shoots of 

Delphinium, Hosta and Lupin, use either Animal friendly slug pellets or a 

dressing of sharp sand, grit or crushed eggshell to deter them. 
 

John Boon. 
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FILMS ADAPTED FOR WALES 

It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown planning to remake 

numerous well-known films, but this time with a Welsh flavour. The following 

have been suggested as sure winners: 
 

The Lost Boyos 

Dai Hard 

The Eagle has Llandudno 

The Magnificent Severn 

Haverfordwest Was Won 

Austin Powys 

Independence Dai 

The Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch That Time 

                                                                                                                 Forgot 

The Bridge on the River Wye 

The Welsh Patient 

Look You Back in Bangor 

Evans Can Wait 

A Fishguard Called Rhondda 

Where Eagles Aberdare 

Dial M For Merthyr 
 

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW MOVES TO THE AUTUMN 
For the first time ever in its 108-year history, Chelsea Flower Show will not be 

held in the Spring, but in the Autumn. 

The 2021 Chelsea Flower Show will now take place from 21st to 

26th September. The Royal Horticultural Society, the show organisers, will 

still hold it at the Royal Hospital in Chelsea. 

The hope is that by September, millions more people will be vaccinated, so 

that mass outdoor events will be able to happen safely. 140,000 people are 

predicted to attend this year’s Chelsea, over the six days. 

Sue Biggs, RHS director general, says: “We believe many designers and 

nurseries will look forward to working with different plants that would not be 

available or at their best in May.  We will do our utmost to deliver a beautiful, 

uplifting and different RHS Chelsea safely in September 2021.” 
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HRGB SOUTH EAST REGION DIARY 2021-2022 

 

The provisional dates so far for SE events:  

 

September       18        Invitation Rally, Meonstoke 

October            30        AGM (no rally) Sanderstead                  

November        20        SERBO 

                         

2022 

April                 23        East Kent Rally, Headcorn 

June                 11        Handbell Festival Service, Guildford Cathedral 

                                       (TBC) 

 

 

National virtual events 2021 using Zoom: 

 

April 17  10am - 12am Techniques with Aidan / Laura 

May   15 2pm - 4pm     Working Virtually with School-age Children                                    

          Malcolm / Laura 

June  19 2pm - 4pm  National Virtual Massed Ringing   

July   10 2pm – 4pm Bells in Education 

 

 

 

Would YOU like to host an event in the future,  

when restrictions are lifted?    

A regional rally, a mini or micro ring, a County get-together?   

Please contact the Secretary, a committee member  

or a County Rep to talk about it…… please let us know! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HRGB Registered Charity numbers 298945 (England) and SCO38918 (Scotland). 
 

 

Website: www.hrgbse.org.uk 

Facebook : www.facebook.com/HrgbSe 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/HRGBSE 



SE REGION COMMITTEE AND JOB HOLDERS 2019/20 
 

CHAIR, Youth Rep,  
 & Sales Table Manager 

Helen Secker 020 8295 3017 

VICE CHAIR, NEC Rep & 
Oxon & Bucks Rep 

Alan Cooper 07964 615428 

SECRETARY & Honorary 
Life Member 

Sandra Winter 
 

020 8657 1344 
 

TREASURER John Boon 01483 874123 

   

MEMBER & Newsletter 
Editor 

Valerie Boon 01483 874123 

MEMBER & NEC Rep Gay Cooper 07964 615428 

MEMBER & Kent Rep Sue Quarendon 01622 891864 

MEMBER & Honorary Life 
Member 

Keith Rowland 01252 409438 

MEMBER Jill Glennerster 07821 131303 

MEMBER Libby Eldridge 01883 622808 

MEMBER  Martin Winter 020 8657 1344 

MEMBER & Surrey Rep Alan Sharps 01784 244665 

   

Webmaster Grant O’Sullivan  

Berks Representative Meg Hostler 01189 731569 

London Representative Di Ashton 020 8981 0261  

Music Resource Advisor Kathryn Hughes 020 8462 9419 

   

Honorary Life Members George Francis 
John Tipping 
Alan Collings 

Bill Butler 
Philip Bedford 

 



JOHN TAYLOR & CO
BELLFOUNDERS
BELLHANGERS

CARILLON BUILDERS
HANDBELL CRAFTSMEN

We are renowned the world over for
providing the most mellow and sonorous
sounding bells for tower or in hand.

New Bells.

Bells matched to original sets.

Exceptional reputation in quality
Restoration of old sets.

The John Taylor Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 1AR
www.taylorbells.co.uk or enquiries@taylorbells.co.uk

tel. 01509 212241 fax 01509 263305

Bells of Whitechapel Ltd.

All your handbell needs from one source!

Whitechapel handbells and Malmark handchimes and
handbells … refurbishment … inspection reports …

spare parts … fitted cases … mallets … gloves … music …
workshops … music notebook folders … friendly advice …

Bells of Whitechapel
Unit Q, Bromley Business Centre,

27 Hastings Road, Bromley, Kent BR2 8NA
Telephone 020 8462 9419

Email swinter@bellsofwhitechapel.london
www.bellsofwhitechapel.london


